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and under all circumstances, have their explanation
ready-made. It is not a very plausible one, on the face
of it. If the retention of power had been his only
thought, it would, as ho said, have been his interest that
there should bo war;l he would have been safer if he
had flung himself, as Pitt, Pulteney, and the rest flung
themselves, headlong into the current of public passion.
But if Walpole was, as we hold, a sound statesman, with
clear vision and genuine public spirit, it is necessary to
seek some other account of what was not only, on his
own showing, connivance at a crime, but was a gross mis-
calculation. As Bolingbroko said, Walpole was no fool.
Considerations of real weight must have been present
in his mind. We must remember, to begin with, that
he had passed his whole life in surmounting difficulties,
and bringing bad situations to good ends. He had not
liked the Treaty of Hanover much better than he liked
the Spanish war, yet he had turned it to good account.
So with many other transactions in which he had been
engaged. "I never heard," he said about this time, in
a sentence which explains one groat source of his strength,
" I never heard that it is a Grime to hope for the best." He
undoubtedly hoped that by remaining in office he would
there be best able to seize the first opportunity, or if
not the first, then the second or the third, of finding
for tho war, mistaken as it was, a speedy and a safe
issue. His adversaries were fully alive to this. One of
their strongest charges against him was that he had no
intention of making war in good earnest, and that he
would cheat his own country by bringing the war to
an end without forcing Spain to acknowledge the
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